a large crowd of curious onlookers) and in a con ned space, it was not possible to record in the drawing the spot where each of the many thousands of plates of one and the same type and piled on top of each other in layers had lain. Yet observations of the main principles in accordance with which they had been laid out and the working drawings executed at the time were made available to me by E.I. Bespalyi at the end of the eld season in question.
At the bottom of the pit were several articles, of which the basic material was organic, densely packed together: they were richly decorated with gold plates sewn on to them. Altogether 15, 207 gold plates were found. 3 To judge from the notes in the eld-diary and oral information provided to me by the excavator in question, four layers of decorated articles could be made out in the stratigraphy of the pit. The fact that the edges of the decorated areas on the nds were well preserved in each layer shows that these articles had not been folded: i.e. they had not been made of textiles, but from rmer material, which, moreover, had not sagged under the weight of the numerous pieces of decoration, and must evidently have been from leather. All the articles in question had been decorated with plates only on the one side.
Rectangular object
The vast majority of the plates (rhomboid in shape -a total of 11,720 items) (Plates 3, 4) had covered in solid rows a rectangular object measuring approximately 90 £ 60 cms. When this had been laid in the pit, part of it had had to be bent under (approximately a third of its overall length had been found lower down: accordingly layers 2 and 3) (Plate 2, 1). On it there had also been patterns, which had not been recorded in suf cient detail (possibly plant patterns), made up of semi-spherical plates arranged in a single row (of these only 2,590 have been found). This is probably a small ritual rug similar in dimensions and proportions to that on which there sits a male deity on a gold comb found in the nearby princely burial in Burial-mound No. 10 from Kobyakovo dating from the same period. 4 The most interesting articles are two others measuring 60 £ 40 cms which had been laid out underneath and on top of the 'rug'. These were small cloth banners with two protruding sections or teeth (Plate 4). When they had been placed in the
